Issue Task

1. Question: "Educational institutions should actively encourage
their students to choose fields of study that will prepare them for
lucrative careers."

Answer:

Educational institutions play a pivotal role in shaping the future of their
students. While encouraging students to pursue lucrative careers can lead
to financial stability, it is equally important to consider individual interests
and passions. Fields like arts, social sciences, and humanities also
contribute significantly to society. A balanced approach, offering guidance
on both financial prospects and personal fulfillment, will prepare students
for both professional success and personal satisfaction.

2. Question: "To understand the most important characteristics of a
society, one must study its major cities."

Answer:

Major cities often serve as cultural and economic hubs, reflecting the most
vibrant aspects of a society. However, to truly understand a society's
characteristics, it is essential to study both urban and rural areas. Rural
regions can provide insights into traditional practices and values that
might be overlooked in urban settings. A comprehensive analysis of both
city and countryside offers a more accurate portrayal of a society's
essence.

3. Question: "Governments should place few, if any, restrictions on
scientific research and development.”

Answer: Scientific research and development drive innovation and
progress, yet they must be conducted responsibly. Governments should
establish guidelines to ensure ethical practices and address potential risks
to public health and safety. While excessive restrictions can hinder
scientific advancement, reasonable regulations are necessary to prevent
misuse and ensure that research benefits society as a whole.

4. Question: "A nation should require all of its students to study the
same national curriculum until they enter college.”

Answer:

A standardized national curriculum can ensure a consistent educational
foundation and equal opportunities for all students. However, it is also
important to allow flexibility for regional and individual differences.
Incorporating electives and specialized subjects can cater to diverse
interests and strengths, preparing students more effectively for their future
careers and personal growth.



5. Question: "The best way to understand a society’s culture is to
examine its art and literature.”

Answer:

Art and literature offer profound insights into a society's culture, reflecting
its values, beliefs, and historical experiences. However, understanding a
society's culture also requires examining its customs, traditions, and
social practices. A multifaceted approach, considering various cultural
expressions, provides a deeper and more comprehensive understanding
of a society's identity.

6. Question: "In any field of inquiry, the beginner is more likely than
the expert to make important discoveries."

Answer:

Beginners bring fresh perspectives and innovative ideas, which can lead to
significant discoveries. However, experts possess extensive knowledge
and experience, enabling them to make informed and impactful
contributions. Collaborative efforts, combining the creativity of beginners
and the expertise of seasoned professionals, are often the most fruitful in
driving progress and innovation.

7. Question: "The primary goal of technological advancement should
beto increase people's efficiency so that they have more leisure time."
Answer:

Technological advancements aim to improve efficiency and productivity,
potentially leading to more leisure time. However, the primary goal should
be to enhance the overall quality of life, addressing diverse needs such as
health, education, and environmental sustainability. By focusing on holistic
development, technology can create a more balanced and fulfilling lifestyle
for individuals and society.

8. Question: "Competition for high grades seriously limits the quality
of learning at all levels of education."

Answer:

While competition for high grades can motivate students, it may also create
undue stress and encourage superficial learning. Emphasizing mastery of
subjects and critical thinking skills, rather than solely focusing on grades,
can enhance the quality of education. A balanced approach, combining
healthy competition with a focus on deep learning, is essential for effective
educational outcomes.



9. Question: "Governments should offer college and university
education free of charge to all students."

Answer:

Providing free college and university education can increase accessibility
and reduce financial barriers, promoting social equity. However, it also
requires significant public investment and sustainable funding models. A
hybrid approach, offering free education to those in need while maintaining
a fee structure for others, can balance affordability with resource
management, ensuring quality education for all.

10. Question: "The best way to solve environmental problems
caused by consumer-generated waste is for cities to impose strict
limits on the amount of trash they will accept from each household."
Answer:

Imposing strict limits on household trash can reduce consumer-generated
waste and promote recycling and sustainable practices. However, effective
solutions also require comprehensive strategies, including public
education, incentives for waste reduction, and robust recycling programs.
A multifaceted approach, combining regulatory measures with community
engagement, is essential for addressing environmental challenges
effectively.

Argument Task

1. Question: "The following appeared in a letter to the editor of alocal
newspaper: 'The library in our town should open its doors to the
public for longer hours. Many residents have complained about the
limited access, and extending the hours will allow more people to
benefit from the library’s resources."™

Answer:

While extending library hours may seem beneficial, the argument lacks
evidence regarding the actual demand for longer hours and the library's
operational capacity. Surveys or usage data could substantiate the need
for extended hours. Additionally, financial implications and staffing
requirements must be considered to ensure feasibility and sustainability.

2. Question: "The following appeared in a memorandum from the
manager of WWAC radio station: "'WWAC should restore its weekend
late-night classical music program. Since this program was
canceled, our ratings during that time period have decreased, and
we have received numerous complaints from listeners."

Answer:

The argument assumes that canceling the classical music program is the
sole reason for the decline in ratings, without considering other factors. A
detailed analysis of audience preferences and market trends is necessary



to determine the true cause. Additionally, exploring alternative
programming options that could attract a broader audience might be more
effective.

3. Question: "The following appeared in a health magazine: 'A recent
study found that people who exercise regularly report higher levels
of happiness. Therefore, exercise is the key to improving mental
health and should be encouraged for everyone."

Answer:

The study indicates a correlation between exercise and happiness, but it
does not establish causation. Other factors, such as social interactions and
lifestyle choices, may also contribute to improved mental health.
Comprehensive research is needed to identify the specific impact of
exercise on mental well-being and develop targeted recommendations.

4. Question: "The following appeared in a business magazine:
‘Corporations should look to the successful example of company X,
which increased its profits by implementing a four-day workweek.
Therefore, all companies should consider adopting a similar strategy
to boost their financial performance.'

Answer:

Company X's success with a four-day workweek may not be universally
applicable. Factors such as industry type, company culture, and employee
productivity vary widely. A thorough evaluation of each company's unique
circumstances is essential before implementing such a strategy. Pilot
programs and employee feedback can help determine the potential benefits
and challenges.

5. Question: "The following appeared in a memo from the president
of a manufacturing company: 'Our competitors have announced
plans to invest in new technology to improve their production
efficiency. To remain competitive, we must also invest in similar
technology immediately.™

Answer:

While investing in new technology may enhance production efficiency, the
decision should be based on a detailed cost-benefit analysis and alignment
with the company's strategic goals. Blindly following competitors without
assessing the specific needs and capabilities of the company could lead to
unnecessary expenses and suboptimal outcomes.

6. Question: "The following appeared in a letter to the editor of a
local newspaper: 'The construction of a new highway in our town will
lead to economic growth by attracting businesses and reducing



traffic congestion. Therefore, the town should prioritize the highway
project."™

Answer:

The proposed highway project may indeed offer economic benefits, but the
argument overlooks potential negative impacts, such as environmental
concerns and displacement of residents. A comprehensive feasibility study,
considering both benefits and drawbacks, is necessary to make an
informed decision. Public consultations and alternative solutions should
also be explored.

7. Question: "The following appeared in a memo from the manager of
a retail store: 'Our store's recent decline in sales is due to the
Increased competition from online retailers. To counter this trend,
we should focus on enhancing the in-store shopping experience and
offering exclusive products."

Answer:

While enhancing the in-store experience and offering exclusive products
may attract customers, the argument does not consider other factors
affecting sales, such as pricing and marketing strategies. A multi-pronged
approach, including competitive pricing, online presence, and customer
engagement, may be more effective in addressing the sales decline.

8. Question: "The following appeared in an article in a travel
magazine: 'The popularity of eco-tourism destinations has surged in
recent years. To capitalize on this trend, traditional vacation spots
should shift their focus to promoting eco-friendly activities and
accommodations."

Answer:

Promoting eco-friendly activities and accommodations can attract eco-
conscious travelers, but the argument assumes that all traditional vacation
spots can successfully make this shift. The feasibility and market demand
for eco-tourism vary by location. Tailored strategies, based on local
strengths and tourist preferences, are essential for effective
implementation.

9. Question: "The following appeared in a memo from the director of
a chain of department stores: 'Our stores in towns with active
community centers report higher sales compared to those without.
Therefore, we should sponsor the development of community centers
in all towns where we have stores to boost our sales."

Answer:

While there is a correlation between active community centers and higher
sales, the argument does not establish causation. Other factors, such as
town demographics and economic conditions, could also influence sales. A



detailed analysis of each town's specific context is necessary to determine
the potential impact of sponsoring community centers.

10. Question: "The following appeared in a report from a market
research firm: 'A survey of consumers revealed that people are more
likely to buy products from companies that engage in environmentally
sustainable practices. Therefore, companies should prioritize
sustainability to increase their market share."™

Answer:

Engaging in environmentally sustainable practices can enhance a
company's reputation and attract eco-conscious consumers. However, the
argument relies on survey data, which may not fully capture actual
purchasing behavior. Companies should consider sustainability as part of a
broader strategy, balancing environmental initiatives with cost
considerations and market dynamics.



